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Ottoman Civil records as histrical source

Palestinien civil records as template

The Ottoman Empire, about which we often have a vague or erroneous idea, had a well-developed, competent and meticulous bureaucracy similar to the
great Middle Eastern empires, but unlike the empires that preceded it, the rich archival archives of the Istanbul sultans have mostly survived to the present
day and can provide historians of the modern period with a generally rich body of documents for reflection and comparison. Many of these documents are
direct relevance to historical demography, as well as to economic and social history in general. This is especially true for an important series of census
records (nafus diftri), which are among the most important Ottoman documents because they contain very precise details about the population of the
Ottoman provinces and sanjaks. In this intervention, we will try to introduce this source and the methods that will enable us to work on it and exploit its
very rich and diverse material, and we will try in this intervention to introduce this source and the methods that will enable us to work on it.
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