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The problem:

The colonial period in Algeria constituted an episode of the collision between Western
and Islamic civilizations, and France made it a means and tool to impose its hegemony over
the spiritual and religious life of Algerian Muslims by discovering the other, stripping him of
his identity, and threatening his values and affiliation. The religious issue was one of the
thorny issues that the local French elites participated in raising, either defending it or
accusing it of stagnation, stagnation, and not keeping up with the times. Hence, we wonder

how French and local writings traced Islam in a defensive or destructive capacity?
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