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Common people and the Elite in the Arab Society
A Reading in the Literature of the Islamic Middle Age
Abstract
This study presents a reading in the dichotomy of the
common people and the elite in the Arab society through the
literature of the Islamic middle age via three principal levels:
The first level examined the history of the common people
and the elite starting from the prophetic era, the rightful
succession era, the Umayyad era and the Abbasid era. The

second level examined the criteria of categorization in the
literature of the middle age though tabling the pyramidal
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hierarchy of the Islamic society represented by the elite defined
by the political criterion and the strength of power, the middle
class defined by the economic criterion (power of money and
knowledge), and the common class which is not defined by
politics, money or knowledge. The third level examined the

knowledge pyramidal hierarchy and depended for the definition
of the dichotomy of the common people and the elite on the
Sufi philosophical thinking.
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