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Abstract

After the French occupation to Algeria, Religious orders
known as ‘Zawiyas’, having a major influence, were to play a
prominent role during the first years resistance to the colonial
onslaught. After the definitive victory of France, however,
some religious orders suffered an overall decline because of
their consistent attitudes against the colonizer whereas others
started playing the very role formulated for them by the
colonialists. For them, the colonial fact was destined to be, and

was thus the expression of the will of God. After
independence, however, it is of prime importance to
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rehabilitate the influence of ‘Zawiyas’ in their spiritual,
religious, social functions and also educational efficiency.
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