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Abstract:

This study attempts to shed light on the concept of
alternative family and its role in satisfying the social and
psychological needs of the orphan child, and the types of these
different needs. This study adopted the descriptive analytical
methodology in an attempt to answer a series of questions. It
concluded that the role of alternative family in satisfying the
needs of the orphan is not less important than the natural
family one, and that taking care of the orphan child in an
alternative family is better than placing him/her in specialized
establishments that are very often interested in satisfying the
material needs, resulting in many social and psychological
problems.

The study has finally suggested a set of recommendations
that could help the alternative family to meet the basic needs of
orphans and satisfy them.
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