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Abstract:

This research paper seeks to shed light on the extent of the entrenchment and authenticity
of popular religious practices and their response to the colonial social situation, thus



emphasizing the importance and centrality of the religious factor in the economic and
political life of society. The Algerian popular heritage and the values it abounds in may
constitute the constant value and powerful weapon in order to defend the people’s
identity, culture and civilization in the face of the colonial culture of globalization that
wants to expose peoples and eliminate their identity of belonging. We have tried to
employ the ethnographic and ethnographic approach in his study of societal phenomena
and interactions in explaining the dimensions of the divisive theory adopted by the
pioneer of French colonial sociology in Algeria, Robert Montaille, based on what
Prichard reached. The efforts of this study focused on the problem of harnessing the
colonial system of anthropology in order to achieve the French colonial strategy in order
to study Algerian society and its culture, beliefs, forms of expression, customs, and
patterns of thought, in preparation for seizing its land and enslaving its people. Let us
conclude by presenting and highlighting the importance of the role led by the religious
reference value system, using the anthropology of Sufi orders and religious rituals that
penetrate the depths of the popular heritage of the Muslim community in Algeria and
Morocco, so that this scientific and cognitive entity can regain its position as an authentic
and ancient science.
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