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Renewing Islamic Religious Thought: An Approach between Heritage and the Problems of
Contemporary Reality
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Abstract :

The renewal of Islamic religious thinking is an urgent necessity in light of the rapid changes
taking place in the contemporary world. This process is an attempt to reread religious texts and
Islamic heritage in a way that keeps pace with the challenges of the present without compromising
the fundamentals of the religion. This approach combines the utilization of established values in the
heritage with openness to modern methodological tools to understand the changing reality.

Islamic heritage is a rich source of ideas and values that have shaped Islamic identity over the
centuries. However, literal adherence to texts and disregard for new social and cultural contexts has
led to intellectual stagnation and multiple issues. Hence, the role of renewal is a dynamic process that
seeks to reconcile the authenticity of the texts with the imperatives of the times.

On the other hand, contemporary realities pose new challenges related to human rights, social
justice, citizenship, and the relationship between religion and secularism. These issues require
religious thought that is able to interact with the concepts of modernity without falling into cultural
alienation.

Therefore, the importance of renewal is evident in the use of jurisprudential approaches that go
beyond the traditional framework of jurisprudential theory, by focusing on the purposes of the sharia
and understanding texts in their contexts. Dialogue between different intellectual currents and
doctrines also plays a role in building an integrated vision for renewing religious thought.




However, it must be emphasized that renewing religious thinking does not mean breaking with the
heritage, but rather reformulating it to be able to answer the questions of the present and anticipate
the future. In this way, Islamic religious thought will be able to strike a balance between authenticity
and contemporaneity and contribute to promoting the values of coexistence, justice, and world peace.

Keywords: Renewal, Religious Thinking, Heritage, Islam, Contemporary Reality.
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