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Abstract:

grammatical agents (al-‘awamil al-ma‘nawiyya) This study investigates abstract
the lens of Abii al-Qasim al-Suhayli (d. 581 AH), as in Arabic syntax through
work Nata’ij al-Fikr fi al-Nahw. These agents represent a key presented in his
understanding syntactic variation without relying on overt linguistic element in
.markers

The research begins by distinguishing between verbal agents, which have
explicit lexical presence, and abstract agents, which are inferred from context
and intended meaning rather than being expressed in the sentence. It examines
al-Suhayli’s treatment of these agents, analyzing the extent to which his views
align with or depart from those of earlier grammarians «<particularly those from
the Basran and Kufan schools .

The methodology employed is descriptive and analytical: relevant textual
evidence from Nata’ij al-Fikr is collected and interpreted to uncover the
principles al-Suhayli used in identifying abstract agents, and how these
principles relate to the broader meaning of the syntactic constructions they
govern .

The findings reveal that al-Suhayli formulated nuanced and independent insights
into the function of abstract agents. He did not merely replicate traditional
positions but sought to establish a meaning-based grammatical framework
grounded in deep reflection on syntactic structures. These agents, as analyzed by
al-Suhayli, play a critical role in explaining syntactic behavior that is not
accounted for by explicit lexical cues alone .

Keywords: abstract agents, al-Suhayli, Nata'ij al-Fikr, context, meaning .
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