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P O fr setad s Toen <judith.plaskow@®manhattan.edu> Judith Plaskow

X 10 Jims B9

Hi Raheem,

The question you raise about when innovation becomes fransgression is one | have been asked dozens of times: if

l we make these (feminist or other) changes, will it still be Jewish? My response is an entirely Reconstructionist one: it

will be Jewish if the Jewish people decide it's Jewish. Come back in 100 years, and | will tell you If it's Jewishl
Rabbinic Judaism was a profound fransformation of/break with biblical Judaism, and yet the Jewish people decided it
was Jewish, indeed that it represented the true understanding of the Torah. It's on us to create the Judaism that's
meaningful and appropriate for our own time without knowing in advance whether it will turn out to be the Judaism
that takes us into the future

Why repair the vase? That's the central question that Carol Christ and | debate in Goddess and God in the World

~ £ < > 2991 : El m o

: A @ AT a7 A <judith.plaskow®manhattan.edu> Judith Plaskow

= Lol Jie st BR

What you say about my relationship to postmodernism is very insightful and right on the mark.| do not define myself
as a postmodernist both because | am very impatient with the arcane language of much of postmodernism and
because | object to its dissolution of identity at precisely the moment that previously marginalized groups are claiming
our identiies At the same time, | certainly draw on its metheds and insights where they seem helpful

In general, modern Jewish thought is remarkably insulated from broader trends in the academic world. It lives largely
in its own universe. | have spent the last 4+ years studying with a friend (Mara Benjamin) who is writing a book on
the challenge of climate change to modern Jewish thought, and we've talked a lot about how Jewish thinkers often
seem unaware of important larger conversations.
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3ol gdd dllie e (CBhaax (Transcript) t}u e 25
e 2025 5125 s S tusr pr
15:00 2eldy Zoom gl

GMT+2 @312 3 Lexzadl cod sl
15:59:13 Judith Plaskow: Good morning.

2 o S Cadgr.
15:59:18 Abderrahim: Hello, good morning.

ol e LW e
15:59:23 Judith Plaskow: Good morning. Oh, wait....
dad (oql . pd) LT
15:59:30 Abderrahim: Professor Plaskow, do you hear me?
S T

15:59:35 Judith Plaskow: I realized I didn't have my speaker runs.

Say something.
T JB ey cogaall o Jial § ol 5l 2 oKty Cusger.
15:59:40 Abderrahim: Oh. Can you hear me now?
COV oler (pmdanas o 1 Jlbs
15:59:42 Judith Plaskow: Yes, I can. Good morning. I have a
cold, but I'm okay.

25 S 5l G s sl ozl on gD Cudgr
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15:59:51 Abderrahim: Oh! so inshallah you would be okay... Shall

we begin

s LSs ol els O sl et cogl L Sl

15:59:53 Judith Plaskow: Thank you.

16:00:00 Judith Plaskow: well, I'm very curious to hear how you

got into this topic.

C}..bjl\ b codd JJCL.WJ T i guiad 1 T jg..e‘jb Cuser.
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16:00:27 Abderrahim: Uh-huh.

La—of V)‘M
16:00:07 Abderrahim: Oh, so... So it's all began with a friend of

mine. It's the one who introduced me uh to your works...He's like
someone who looks really deep into difterent cultures... like from
Japan, Russia...etc... he's researching a lot ...so yeah... he knew that
I'm a little bit interested in postmodernism and uh... and The new
jewish intellectuals so he introduced me to your work and he said this

might be interesting for you

3wt ol L e n il e (e sl r o Gk T o8 ST e e
i Sl o O i W ol ST en L gy QUL e el UL e o
s s 0T By Sllas pde (2,0 1 L0 sadl ssedl pdill zgey L.y B An L S

Elalazal

16:00:50 Abderrahim: And I remember we read together your
paper. I think it's um "The main question is theological" or 1 think

Yeah, "the right question is theological".



gedt szel of "8 sn et ) JIsed)” wlie dizel (it e LT3 LT STUTy e JI e
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16:01:00 Judith: Right, the right question is theological.
3aY ol Jlged) ol 1Eu3gr.
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16:01:05 Abderrahim: Than we read also another paper... So we
liked it a lot and we started dissecting it together And I remember that
time I was still trying to choose my topic. He said, hey. This may be
a good one. And I say, yeah, why not? And then I propose that topic
and they agree on it. So I start looking for it. even maybe I'm not that
good researcher here because maybe 1 don't have that... That Level
to understand all your works. Becuase of Language barrier and a
cultural barrier and maybe a lot of stuft to learn. I even start to learn a
lot about reform Judaism from you from your emails 1 start looking

and start learning a lot

S5 s e Lpaghy LeSKSlan Ly S LaameT W Lo 335 Uall T3 SIS e )1
redBy Wi Baoge s 055 5.l 16 L o sl 4 Jall T Y s g )
Bl ced BT L e ad ol ol 1 Lale ;mjm ey g aogll S comgl E Y UL (o
Ly o) U Uy sl b dla OY sl oz o) o) 23 o) o Ly e
o el Sl 3 AN wssedl e 1S rt,:i RN ‘aési & el sLa e SN

ol iy e Tallae ol el % (il a3 iSOV ) il

16:02:05 Abderrahim: But I said I may keep looking. Even after my
PhD .And keep searching and keep looking... But it still a nice
journey and I'm really happy that I chose this topic because I chose
this topic... I don't know if you understand what [ mean. It’s familiar
to you, but sometimes you start studying something and you realize:
this 1s what I need. It pushed me to research, to read books, and so

on.
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16:02:28 Judith Plaskow: That's lovely.
16:02:50 foa tia :Cuder

Abderrahim: So anyway...What [ wanted to say, 16:02:50
Professor, 1s that it is truly an pleasure to speak with you today, and I
sincerely thank you for taking the time to be here with me. Your
work and what you represent go beyond criticism. They reach into
the depth of honesty, confrontation, and vision. You have inspired
generations of thinkers and seekers. I looked a little bit on YouTube
and was amazed by the impact you have had. And as I said, it’s truly
a privilege to engage in this conversation with you. One that I hope
will be filled with sincerity, curiosity, and this beautiful tension
between faith and critique, and between belonging and liberation.

So, welcome again to this meeting.

Sebay ST 0F oy sl L) Sadl OF (90 1o o &l pusdnn Al oo Lo (IS e
Sos J) b ey a0 Lot o il Loy s L il 230 acad s
&sy c YouTube e 3L & opm Uy Skl o Yo § coadl aa) 25 015 24155 Gt
agke 050 OF il ches wald) odn 3 el OF mis e «) (L0 LSy 2l Ysada
Bt ol (oo W ol LI iy &ls OLEYH Car o) isdl May Jsadly (oD YL

Tl

16:03:31 Judith Plaskow: Thank you. Thank you so much. It's been

a pleasure corresponding with you. It's been so interesting, and I'm

really deeply impressed by how well you understand my work.
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U by ol e 30 Ol OF (g 8193 oo OIS Sy 100 (W TSCs tluger
ord agd sk A dzens.
Abderrahim: I'm very glad to hear that, Professor. So... 16:04:36

Allow me to begin, as they say, from the book of Genesis, from

Berishit.

ot S i a Oglai LSTAT OF (4 el | gy (03 gl i dnnr 61 16:04:38
Abderrahim: I'd like to start with... the place where 16:04:47
everything began for you. Of course, your childhood environments.
['ve listened to an interview and maybe some others, which

introduced me to what you describe as the place you grew up in?

A iy Sl alall S Al ¢ b IS4 T e oL Tl of 55 16:04:49

fas wlas U o b anias Lo ) s108 ) Y MU Lan Ly dolis U] Emazonl

16:05:09 Judith Plaskow: Hmm.

16:05:14 ,».
Abderrahim: And [ must say I was quite surprised because 16:05:09
I come from a younger generation, and everything we know about
New York here is shaped through modern media, especially social
media, which paints the city as a capital of diversity, pluralism, and

human rights—a city with, I think, 180 spoken languages.

_‘J)f_}?’- BT R ij Lo JMT J.f- o G L“,;'iy 4V S ;}"i Jjj of %9 16:05:11
BaolaS 2l 5 3 oleam Y Lolgdl By Bolig nadl pdeY) Bilog I35 0 i s
252w 180 s auie oag cOLY) Baimg msaadly ¢ gl

16:05:46 Judith Plaskow: Right, right.

16:05:51 Tl (e
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Abderrahim: A city of entire neighborhoods shaped by 16:05:36
distinct religious and ethnic communities. You know, Bengali
Muslims in the Bronx, Hasidic Jews in Brooklyn,(Plaskow:
yeah.yeah) . And so in this context, I was a little bit shocked by what

[ heard from you.

3 Jdl gals (ke LS. 552 109 1nd ezt cSs LlaSTL slT e an00 16:05:38
PR FIRWS oS (Bl e & \&j (rxrxjg.ﬂ))u) 4@3.15)4,3 Q 3}4.35\ Ojg.&w.é-b Ldag;jﬂ
Abderrahim: But then I realized that this is New York 16:05:57

back then in the 50s and 60s; that was a different New Y ork because...

D550 0dd (Olitand 1y Oliramad-| 3 4D 51505 0 O ES)o1 M3y U9 16:05:57
O B3grslt e ddli2
16:06:06 Judith Plaskow: Yeah, but also it's important to say I didn't

grow up in New York City. I grew up on Long Island, which is the
suburbs of New York City.

16:06:09 LT g 3 Sl Symes durke Ll § 51 J8T OF Ll oglt o oS o
Dygge Aokl Al >1guall 9.
16:06:16 Abderrahim: Ah, I see.

w lol: ('.?JJ\M

16:06:17 Judith Plaskow: So it’s much less—I mean, there’s

diversity on the island, but it’s much more segregated.

Sl v lasl ST ST bl (3 g a5 s sol e BT g8 1,
16:06:26 Judith Plaskow: It’s much more white than the city is.
Sl Sugmt anall o (LY BA)) S Ly TS
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16:06:32 Abderrahim: Ah, so it is part of the state but it’s not...
Al e G el Y S0 el a5 e s 2 3] ot e ) s
16:06:36 Judith Plaskow: It is part of New York State, and two of
the boroughs of New York City—Queens and Brooklyn—are
actually on Long Island.
Sl Cusgr usS il sl a QU B 3y s BV e e A e
LT o) & Bhad Oladi—alSs
16:06:41 Abderrahim: Mmm.
16:06:50 Judith Plaskow: So, actually, Long Island 1s shaped like a
fish and it’s oft New York City. And Queens and Brooklyn are on

Long Island. But the two more eastern towns are not part of the city

and they’re much less diverse—they’re really more parochial.
Sty Eugr Gl S e ke U 5y e S e 0T @5 i)
Gl J:ftj }:& \.:‘«jJ J_ET ) iyl P L Mfﬂ\ OrddJl U,(J SJ.U:,!-\ oda dl& NLEPESV
16:07:30 Abderrahim: Okay, so the place you grew up in is West Hempstead?

UV IWPIE-N St 9 o2 a8 gfu» L;sJJ\ IV Tbl L (".’.’Jj"\""

16:07:38 Judith Plaskow: West Hempstead—yeah, it’s a town on
Long Island.
S Eusgrt LT 5 @ ol B it Ca.
16:07:44 Abderrahim: Okay, so culturally and socially it’s not the
same.,
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16:07:51 Judith Plaskow: Right. Right. Yeah, I mean, it was

totally white. Every borough, for example, was totally white

3§_~§M Cudger: U Jf;)\fcjlﬂ.\ o Je LJA&SL u.a.ui oS &l ‘”S.rj (PR TP (e
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16:08:02 Abderrahim: Okay. So—I would appreciate if you could
explain it as if I knew nothing about your small environment and
New York City back then—maybe the main differences between
then and now?
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16:08:24 Judith Plaskow: Well, no. Long Island is still a pretty
provincial place. I mean, I grew up in a totally white town, but it was
religiously mixed: about a third Catholic, a third Protestant, and a
third Jewish. Which was. .. well, good.
S Cudgrs (WSIL sy suly 3 Sl L?T L“é;i S A ) Ry ddlae U5 L LT )
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16:08:52 Judith Plaskow: And even though the town I lived in was
about thirty miles from New York City, there were people who never
went to New York City.
S Cadgr O (ypss tnde e Tor oW 52 e Wb Etie g Bl OF e 021 ey
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16:09:04 Abderrahim: Hmm.

16:09:05 Judith: But my friends and I were very oriented toward the

city—as soon as we could go as kids, we went at every opportunity.
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16:09:17 Abderrahim: And you realize at that age how New York
City is so different from your environment.
ity e Siaed dude Ol sde el S5 3 VJSJ) :(..;7}3\ s
16:09:21 Judith: Yes. Oh, yeah—we hated the town. We grew up
n.
G griled LS gl saldl La S aillaste off
16:09:32 Abderrahim: Okay, so your community was divided more
or less into three groups, as you said: Catholic, Protestant, and
Reformer Jews?
g plly (IS el LS legat M ) 8 Aenniin Slisle ST (it g Jlks
16:09:48 Judith: No mix?
Cadgr: (nbliz 15157
16:09:49 Judith Plaskow: it was mixed—R eformed, Conservative,

Orthodox Jews, all mixed together.
Sl Cudgrt G ST S5 s Obailey Dsdlo] 35e ¢ bMes) dlia O

16:09:57 Abderrahim: Oh, okay. So from that description, one
might imagine interfaith harmony or at least coexistence and dialogue
among these groups. Was that actually the case? Was there mutual

respect?
Az Dlamg ol Y1 s of 0 00y 3ty s M) pgem OF (S ool s o 15] it o Sl
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16:10:18 Judith Plaskow: Historically, there was certainly
coexistence and friendliness—people were neighbors—but there
wasn’t a lot of dialogue.

M Cazgr: w8 e a4 S 0L o By il dla O 6.
i S g 5

16:10:32 Abderrahim: Okay.

16:10:32 Judith: And again, my friends and I were unusual because
we went to a different church every Easter—and that was unusual for
Jewish kids. You know, we were interested in trying out different
religions. So, there was peace, but it wasn’t talked about.
Cuydgrs oo 53 AkE 1S ) ol WY 2V e il SBuoly b oS g5 5,0
Sla O ddee Sl Gy Cpezgs L:fcvl:.? LS. sl JUbYI G s ulfj—@a-é
16:11:03 Abderrahim: Oh, okay. But there wasn’t a sense of
religious culture where “I know the other faith, I know what they
believe,” etc.?
o g Loy V1 s el o Jpiab o s s Wi gad Al S AT et g Sk
16:11:10 Judith: NO, No, It was'nt
C}gbj’,lﬁ é N
16:11:17 Judith: I’'m actually curious—in your context, is there interfaith
conversation?
Cusgrt COUsYl o s s s (ol 3
16:11:25 Abderrahim: Not really—it’s almost between sects rather than

religions. But for sure not religions. We do have small circles—outside the

university—where people study religions, but that’s it... and Because of that may
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be There’s a lot of misinformation about other religions because the majority of us

are Sunni Muslims, so we don’t have the same plurality—unlike Egypt or

Lebanon, for example.

Agdl iz Lol 0LV oy 056 OF a8 aslall ) s Calde 0y 056 IS Ui oz g1 s

oF b Slaglall a S dlia 00K 0F bt WL WY1 (3 L S 1y (0L Ogen i Rnaldk) 5000l

JE L e O o eas e i lld Y i Ogalins Lzl OF oy (5531 0L

16:12:12 Judith Plaskow: Right.

Judith: 16:12:46 — So how did you decide you wanted to study

other religions?

Eusgr: 16:12:49 — ¢ =Y SbLadl anlys bl o) 3 s
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Abderrahim: 16:12:53 — Well, I had... When I heard your story, it
was a lot of moments I was like, wow, that’s really me... Because you
also when you were a child you thought about God—it God is a
woman—when you were 10. So I had similar thoughts when I was
younger and when I was in my teenage years I was trying to tell other
people or ask them... to know Do they think like me? Do they think
a lot about God, about maybe other religions? And I found that really

not a lot of people are interested in those topics the same way
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Abderrahim: 16:13:36 — And then when I was in high school, I
introduced it to this field via internet, which is religious studies. And
I say, I really to myself T want to study this. I really want to understand
the similarity with Christians ... because historically we were close
and had a lot of argument So I had this curiosity which led me to
study religions.
o B s Jo ciw gl de il 3 e ltie S amgr 16:13:37 — 0 )i us
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Judith: 16:13:45 — Oh.
Cusgr: 16:13:49 — o4

Abderrahim: 16:14:10 — Was... [ know you were a lot interested
in, um, religion—but in religion, when I tried to look out, I didn’t
tind what hook you there, that it’s a gap for me. How you decide to
study religion in university—was it in your interests?

drf el of Edgle Loie SO cplly 1 sazge oS il Lol 16:14:13 — o 1 ue
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Judith: 16:14:38 — Yeah, I actually, I did not... study.... The college
that I went to... I was very stupid... I didn’t realize that given my
interest in religion, it would be important to find a college that taught
religion. [ went to a university that didn’t teach religion. So my junior
year [ spent at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. And two of
my three courses were in Bible that year. So that was really how I

started getting my religion. Education was in Edinburgh. Then for
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graduate school I went to... Yeah, in religious studies. And... there
was no place in the country at that point to study Jewish theology.
And so I had to study Protestant theology if I wanted to be a
theologian. So [ went and got a degree in Protestant theology. So, you
know, I got very immersed in the Christian tradition.
Cusgr: 16:14:40 — 13 G 13 il s i) gl el o sl L aBlall (8 ¢ e
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Abderrahim: 16:15:54 — And within that, were you studying
basically Christian theology exclusively or were you studying religious
theology in some of the courses?
gl oS ol o ) W g5 ST a5 eyt 16:15:57 — e 1 e
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Judith: 16:16:08 — I was studying mainly Christian theology, but
some Jewish theology. But it was pretty much—we, I guess in my
second year, we created a student-run course on Jewish theology
because there was nobody in our department who taught it. So the
things that I was studying in the Christian tradition, I tried to bring
them back to and relate them to the Jewish tradition, but it was largely
on my own.
Cosgr: 16:16:11 = oo5edl 0emdl Jam mo (o) [ el 0p8d1 oyl &7
(Amalb) ooy (3 ed) Ol Aol W5 5 R W o (3 w‘ Ll S o ) ol W1 SO
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Abderrahim: 16:16:51 — Oh, okay. So just to bring you back a
moment to the society that you grew up in...
Because I also heard you recount an unfortunate story from your
childhood—like a younger boy once threw a stone at you and accused
you of killing Jesus—and you were so young that you didn't even
know who Jesus was.
Vol car oY L oad olas @l masdl ) lol) daeY 3] hs: 16:16:52 — o J1 s
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Judith: 16:17:05 — Oh, yeah.

Cysgr: 16:17:10 — o ol

Abderrahim: 16:17:11 — And you responded “Who’s Jesus?” So
maybe some events like this one echo memories of medieval Europe
society .—maybe I'm exaggerating—but maybe it’s just isolated
incidents... How would you describe the level of religious proximity
or distance in the society—not just New Hempstead but all New York
at the time?
LSS 535 eda i SVl ada Jan L TS s g8 e curlyr 16:17:14 — o )1 ue
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Judith: 16:17:41 — Well, I was told, like,  mean, you know, there was
my neighbors on one side were Unitarian and on the other side were
Catholic. There were many Catholic families on my block—a

sprinkling. Actually, I don’t think there were any Protestants on the
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block: it was all Catholics and Jews. And yeah, the kids who went to
Catholic schools, you know, did throw stones and say you killed
Christ. But they were small blue stones—they weren’t throwing big
rocks. But yeah, it was definitely upsetting, especially because we

didn’t even know  what they were talking about.
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Abderrahim: 16:18:39 — You just felt these accusations are just
thrown at you.
e 095 e @j LY e of @z 16:18:41 — (....?JJ\ Ls
Judith: 16:18:42 — Right, right, right.
Cuder: 16:18:47 TP (e (e
Abderrahim: 16:18:46 — When I read about your participation in
the historic 1963 March on Washington at just 16...
@ oily 1963 e 28,1 atsly s 3 SSlie e F3 Lier 16:18:50 — o J1 s
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Judith: 16:18:54 — Yeah
Cusgr: 16:18:57 — I

Abderrahim: 16:18:57 — There were Martin Luther King delivered

his iconic speech—it actually struck me as a sign of an early awakening
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to issues of justice and minority rights. It seems clear that your
environment, and especially your parents, played a major role.
Ly ¢ oh ol s alas w8 S il AT G s el s bl 16:18:58 — g J e
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Judith: 16:19:21 — Yes.
Cuysgr: 16:19:26 —

Abderrahim: 16:19:17 — Especially about your father—they all
played a major role in shaping a deep sense of commitment, empathy,

and solidarity with others.

Gres ) B2 3 Uy B gkl o) 3

Sly Uogasg: 16:19:20 — ) s
Judith: 16:19:29 — Yes. Yeah. Yeah.  mean, I was 10 years old
when the high schools in Little Rock were integrated.
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Judith: 16:19:38 — And that was, you know, a very big moment in
my life—awakening to issues of social injustice and Jim Crow in the
South. In fact, in seventh grade I won second place in a speech contest
comparing segregation in the South to apartheid in South Africa.
Cygr: 16:19:40 — Loy slaV )l Llad Jo sl (3 858 2ot el C31S;
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16:20:17 Abderrahim: Oh, wow. That’s really interesting and, um,
later in university, um, your intellectual identity began to, I think,

take shape more clearly.
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16:20:30 Abderrahim: And then we maybe we start to see Professor
Judith Plaskow that we know later with her writings and everything,.
So especially at that time, I think it was your engagement with
feminism and theological thoughts. So sometimes I think of youth as
kind of, you know, intellectual adolescence.
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16:20:58 Abderrahim: Like a phase where, uh, [one] boldly
challenges inherited narratives of the society and the dominant
structures—so maybe that’s what people call the zeal of youth. So
would you say that your university years were marked by this kind of
intellectual rebellion? Was it a time of ideological confrontation and
passionate searching before you transitioned into a more grounded,
mature engagement with complex issues?
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16:21:36 Judith: I would say—it was really in graduate school that I
became deeply engaged, and it was less so in college. I mean, you
know, again, I was always aware of the Civil Rights Movement. I
marched against the... War in Vietnam. You know, I did all the things

that my generation did, but I wasn’t in a leadership role in any way. It
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wasn’t until I became a feminist and began to chart my own

intellectual path.
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16:22:14 Judith: But, you know, I've often left when my friends and
[ are dealing with a new generation of young people who are very
ideological. You know, we laugh and think, “Well, you know, we
were the same.” My generation was the one that began the Havurah.
Have you read about the independent Jewish communities within
the...

16:22:14 0w Jor a0 B0l U Lelal Lodie el b WL (s LS S a9
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16:22:49 Abderrrahim: no.

el LY e e 16:22:49

16:22:50 Judith: so my generation decided that the mainstream
Jewish community was boring and shallow and didn’t care about
anything but showing off their possessions, and we created
independent groups that met in people’s homes or in apartment spaces.

For worship and study—and that was called the Havurah Movement.
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It’s had a profound impact on Judaism. At the beginning, synagogues
were really angry. They felt like we were siphoning all the best energy
and minds out of the synagogue. In the end, the movements had a
profound impact on synagogues.
16:22:50 ¢ & wze Yy Uonlans T O WLl (635 ot O e 3 Ll s
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16:23:43 Abderrahim: Hmm.
ol ) As16:23:43

16:23:47 Judith: But yeah, it was very much “we don’t like
mainstream synagogues; we're going to do our own thing.” You
know, we’re creating these new institutions. We know what’s best.
16:23:47 Jatiw L) a5l Blall L2 Y 27 Joi5 WIS Y1 0687w L S0 iladgr
bl ga b O 4 W s Sl gl ads 28 4 L LS el g s
16:24.04 Abderrahim: And that was in—was that in your
community, or was that in your childhood community?, or that’s ...
Mis ol (il w2 (3 ol ezt (3 cchiam o Sl g 1 1 U0 16:24:04
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16:24:13 Judith: No, no, no, no. This was when I was... in
graduate school. It began in the late ’60s...And there were
communities in New York, in Boston, and in Washington. Initially
Hls @58y cobaaadl 2ol (3 T L)l clehall 3 casT b @3 087N Y Y oY iyser
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16:24:28 Abderrahim: Oh.... Yeah, so as I said before, through your
emails, you really made me go through Reform Judaism... Because
while reading your reflections on Reform Judaism I was struck by the
contrast between how we study it academically and how you describe
it now based on your life experience within this group... So, 1 was
taught that Reform Judaism is highly integrated into Western society
and embraces modern humanistic values—sometimes even replacing
traditional values with more modern ones—but your perspective
made it seem more like traditional streams that emphasize continuity
and resist change. They don’t like these revolutionary actions, as you
did. So this made me wonder: were our academic views too simplistic
Or 1s it that the Western context itself, especially before ?and shallow
the 1960s, was exclusionary toward women and minorities? In that
case, Reform Judaism was simply mirroring a broader culture that

hadn’t yet matured and still has much to learn.
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16:26:05 Judith: Well, I think—yeah, I think there may be a

distinction. Reform Judaism is a movement within Judaism, you
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know, with its rabbinical schools and institutional structures—but
then there are reforming impulses in Judaism that aren’t part of
Reform Judaism, like the Havurah movement, which’s not part of
Reform Judaism? It included Jews who’d grown up in all the different
denominations—most of them probably Conservative Jews, actually.
So the impulse toward reform is not limited to the movement called
Reform Judaism.
16:26:05 35> » 2o wased) .33 s 055 8 of wizel (ool (e 1392
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Abderrahim: 16:27:18 what [ was trying to ask...is more about the
problem that... an institution like this um this movement at the
beginning came as let’s endure modern and modern human values and
uh yeah over traditional. Does that become with time like an
institution who protect and new traditional values? So in your time,
maybe it wasn’t like two century before—in your time there was a new
traditional institution that fights what it sees as new?
fgn el 3 Al g e JUT Of Jlf sl o adly 16:27:20 :uf$ hgvpdl
Addidl e (v 1Esex) cadly dpad) BLusY) i)l fod sl BI) 3 AT oda todeS
QLS W S 4y chny 3 O Led oih i) 3l gt RGO 3 Sl o

flarom ol Lo coplst e ool OLS” s OIS 28y 3 408 J3

Judith Plaskow: 16:28:08 Yeah, I mean, Reform Judaism...Paid lip

service to the total equality of women, for example, in its first platform

n
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Geis oot (I848 sle Jo¥1 Le2by @ adoy) wsged) o 16:28:09 LSy Cus s
JE L e 3T el 315l
Abderrahim: 16:28:17 Sure.

Judith Plaskow: 16:28:17 But it didn’t ordain women as rabbis until
1972. So there was an enormous gulf between the values it paid lip
service to and what it  was actually doing.
syd Sia cSlSTIU L1972 ple z Sl il o {16 16:28:18 1 Sty s
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Abderrahim: 16:28:36 Yeah, so is this gap the Western society
itself—they didn’t know better?

IS5 (o 1usgr) A il oS sl sda g T3 cun 16:28:39 e Jlus
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Judith: Yes, yes, yes. It just went along. Yes, it was shaped by, yes,

yes.
Y YEH (C AN ETeY e (o 16:28:48 :cuss>.

16:28:53 Abderrahim: So, Professor, I have previously asked you
what constitutes being Jewish, and at the time you sensed that my
question may have seemed somewhat unusual to you. Then I later
realized that this might be because I was approaching the matter from
a perspective...... closer to the Orthodox model which emphasizes
tixed doctrines and religious law... An approach more aligned with
...my own cultural and religious background, maybe
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16:29:29 Abderrahim: So in contrast, you were raised within
Reform Judaism, which does not place traditional doctrines at the
center—although it does not dismiss them. Some gaps happen, as we
just said, but it positions the Jewish people themselves as the central
reference point...... through whom religious meaning is constructed
and through whom the sacred is continually redefined. Would you say

that ['ve understood this orientation correctly?
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16:30:06 Judith Plaskow: No, I would say what you just described
1s Reconstructionism—the fourth and smallest denomination within
Judaism... Reconstructionism, exactly as you said, places the people
at the center... And says that it defines Judaism as a civilization with
customs, foods, religious ideas... Yeah, that’s really the

R econstructionist model, and sees it as an evolving civilization—
whatever the Jewish people see as Jewish. That’s what’s Jewish...

Reform is much more doctrinaire in its own way.
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16:31:05Abderrahim: Oh, I see.
Elaghl cool: (..?)\ 4s16:31:10

16:31:06 Judith Plaskow: It’s not so much—I wouldn’t say it places
the people at the center. I mean, I grew up learning that Judaism was
ethical monotheism.
16:31:08 st Cusgr: el (2da¥l) SU 3 o wian W) gl ) Gl s
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16:31:21 Abderrahim: So what makes them really different from
Orthodox—like real Orthodox Eastern?

Conhedd (8, SN e (oSBT e B ailiit edag ) L 13): @ I 16:31:23

16:31:30 Judith Plaskow: That law is not—law is not important or
central...Basically, Reform rejected most of Jewish law.
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16:31:41 Abderrahim: okay. So the halacha
R EESNFURA = Hus16:31:47

16:31:45 Judith Plaskow: That’s significant. It’s the relationship to
halacha that defines the various movements. Orthodox is grounded in
halacha.

16:31:48 S Cuysgr: adlend) SIGH sad gl a VU we Y6 ] Y1 1
YW s 285 285 5,1 olinlls.

16:31:59 Abderrahim: Okay, I get that... So, Professor, in one of
your emails to me, you mentioned that your personal criterion for
defining who is Jewish is quite simple: anyone who wants to be Jewish

1s Jewish for you. But then you made a notable exception—you said
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you do not...... consider it an exclusive rule but simply your own view
of what Judaism means. It doesn’t imply that “this cannot be Jewish”
or “that must be Jewish,” but you described that Christian Judaism or
Messianic Judaism... You didn’t consider them part of Jewish identity,
and I assumed it’s because faith in Jesus becomes the defining criterion
rather than Jewish identity itself or foundational elements like Torah,
..etc

55 1l A ASOY) L) ol @ smnadnp U 13 il cngh et g 110 16:32:02
56 Bosar 050 Of gy st (sF e Loy O ¢ (35l 58 0 dond asetl) 8las Of
L (e 1 iasm) Bosad) Aol 5 23Lal) g Bomle sl cd Sy ol 2l (2042
Ma" o ST sn Y Mgs B ged) sae Jom S5 gy WT usT LU bl JSCiy U5 (5 ST
o o) 235600 OF oy SUST Mg 055 OF st 813" 5T "nsgn 055 OF S Y asetd)
Sl ey & s QYN Y 2l OF Eeo iy s sed) bl o 1o o BT L B ) 2304l
apdy i) o Aol ol of Lo B35ed) Bghl o Yoty sas

16:33:01 Judith Plaskow: Right, yep, right.
163305 }iﬂ% QJ}?,Z it Ll Vet

Abderrahim (16:33:05)

But what struck me was the specificity of this exception. It was Jesus
in particular, at the boundary, and that’s made me wonder: do you
see this position as a cultural or historical response to a long-standing
sense of threat posed by the dominant Christian culture? In
America—and before that, in Europe, historically.
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Judith Plaskow (16:33:34) Yeah, definitely. I think that to say “to

be a Jew for Jesus” is to ignore the fact that Christians were killing
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Jews for thousands of years. That’s my objection to “Jews for Jesus”
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Abderrahim (16:33:53)

And... 1s it also because if you centralize Jesus, I think over time it
becomes more about Jesus than what was Jewish, and then it’s no
longer Judaism but Christianity with Jewish codes?
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Judith Plaskow (16:34:17)

Right, with Jewish practices—more Jewish practices, yes.
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Abderrahim (16:34:32)
So you made that point clear, and I'd like to move to another topic,
if [ may.
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Judith Plaskow (16:35:00)

Mm-hmm.
e

Abderrahim (16:35:04)

Previously, we discussed Abdullah Abdel-Misseri—Dr. Abdul
Waheb El-Misseri, I think—in our emails. He engaged deeply with
philosophical systems and their impact on religious and cultural
structures, and he referred to modernity as “solid eminence.”
Describing it as a project that replaces the transcendent logos with

earthly substitutes—a marginalized metaphysics. In contrast, he
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characterized postmodernity as “liquid eminence,” where even those
solid substitutes dissolve into a fragmented landscape of meaning...
So some other 20th-century philosophers argued that liquid
modernity is an inevitable consequence of solid modernity. If that is
true... does it follow that all modern constructs, including religious
ones, are bound to move toward fragmentation and liquidity in the
.fsame way
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Abderrahim (16:36:10)

Take Reform Judaism, for example—it emerged in a modern
context. Do you see it going the same way? Does it tend to evolve
into a more postmodern, fluid form of Judaism?
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Judith Plaskow (16:36:30)

No. Actually, some would say that R eform Judaism has come back

to a richer sense of tradition and has re-adopted many of the

traditions it initially jettisoned. So you could argue that it’s going in

the other direction.
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Abderrahim (16:36:54)

[ believe I heard Bauman say something like that: that postmodern
religion will make people return to tradition because it creates such a
huge gap of meaning that people cannot handle the resulting doubts.
So they’ll return to all the old structures—even with their
problems—but at least gain the certainty that postmodern religion
.doesn’t provide
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Abderrahim (16:37:34)
So, Professor, I want to ask you this question and hope you’ll hear

me out.
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Abderrahim (16:37:42)
[ think that in your “Right Question Is Theological” you laid the
groundwork for your philosophy of religious reformation. You were
among the first feminist theologians to argue that superficial reforms
do not truly liberate women—taking them from lighting candles to
occasionally leading services—while leaving the theological core
untouched is not genuine change. Your insight was philosophically
precise and deeply grounded in reality. Because in philosophy, an
ontological framework shapes the epistemological one, which
generates methodologies, which become actions, which then become
reality. If you really want to change something you dislike in reality,

you must go to the deep root—to theology itself, since theology is the



255

ontology of religion. That is a profound philosophical stance. But
following that leads me to a fundamental question I continue to
wrestle with: why do religious communities—especially those rooted
in global historical traditions—fear this kind of deep reform so
intensely? They can change actions, as you said, but they really don’t
like to go that deep nto theology
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Abderrahim (16:39:50)
When I looked, I found two key fears no one likes to touch: one is
identity dissolution. Religious identity isn’t merely belief or doctrine;
it’s a collective memory, a shared historical narrative, and a structure
that gives stability and cohesion. When you begin to reform the
theological foundations themselves... And as these reforms spread and
take root, the concern is that maybe not today but in decades or
centuries to come, the tradition might lose its recognizable shape—
even its symbolic markers, like names or familiar rituals. So when each
individual has their own truth and structure, the collective identity
may no longer endure. The fear is that once historical solidity is
dissolved in the name of progress, there will be nothing left.
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Abderrahim (16:41:13)
You once said, “I could not simply abandon Judaism; to do so would
have been to abandon a part of myself.” And you also said, “I could
choose to affiliate with women’s spirituality movements and be a
divided Jew, but I would still be a Jew.” So... how do you personally
navigate the tension between the need for radical theological
transformation and the desire to remain within a tradition that has so
often failed to recognize or include you and other marginalized people
And what about after we apply these massive changes—do you believe
?a religious identity can truly remain intact with such deep shifts?
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Judith (16:42:23)

When I first began sharing my work in the ’80s and *90s, every time I
spoke, people asked: “If we do X, will it still be Judaism?” I was
asked the same question just yesterday in a class at the Reform
rabbinical school: “What are the boundaries?” This is why I identity

strongly as a Reconstructionist: Judaism is what the Jewish people see
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as Jewish. I believe that feminist theology—as one among many
groups trying to bring change into the tradition—will see some
reforms stick because they are valuable, and others fall away because
they seem silly or lack staying power. Then the tradition evolves
organically.
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Judith (16:43:42)

When people ask me, “Will it still be Jewish?” I used to answer,
“Come back in 100 years and I’ll tell you.” Biblical Judaism was
totally centered on the Temple and animal sacrifice—something we
no longer have, yet we still see it as continuous Judaism. I believe the
same will happen with modern innovations: some will read back as
part of the continuous stream, and others we won’t.
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Abderrahim (16:44:37)
I remember you giving historical examples showing that before 500—
600 BCE we hardly know how Judaism looked on the ground, then
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after the Second Temple there were many changes.
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Judith: (16:45:59) Right, right. Right
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Abderrahim (16:46:00) So it is really a good point, but it's still that

crisis will still exist, like of identity, like it's...
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Judith (16:46:11)
Absolutely. That doesn’t mean people don’t feel it—the generation

living through change still experiences that crisis of identity.
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Judith Plaskow: 16:46:27 1 mean, you know, I've had this
conversation many times about changing the prayer book. And many
years ago, I was talking to high school students in a Reform
congregation about changing the prayer book... And they were
saying, “You can’t change the prayer book. The prayer book has
always been this way.” Well, they grew up with the Reform prayer
book that was created n 1960.
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Abderrahim: 16:47:01 — Yeah.
J=f: 16:47:05 — ks

Abderrahim: 16:47:00 — You know, it had very little to do with
the traditional Jewish prayer book, but they saw it as the Jewish
prayer book they couldn’t change.
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Abderrahim: 16:47:32 — Emm
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Abderrahim: 16:47:15— Yeah, so... is it in our nature, this desire that
if something is holy we prefer it stable and unchangeable over time,
because otherwise it would become like everything other in life,

changable?
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Judith Plaskow: 16:47:38 — Yeah, yes, yeah.
Sl Eusgr: 16:47:44 — N T

Abderrahim: 16:47:41 — That’s a really good point you made there. And so that
was the first issue for me: why many religions fear change.
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Abderrahim: 16:47:58 — A second point is also deep. It’s something
[ personally call “the normativity of the anti-normative.” It appears in
postmodernism: many postmodern thinkers talk about breaking down

grand narratives, rejecting fixed rules, moving away from central
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authority...
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Judith Plaskow: 16:48:35 — Right, right.
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Abderrahim: 16:48:24 — The truth 15, movements often end up
creating new stories and new standards even while they claim to
reject them. You see this in some feminist theology projects: the
effort to rethink the Torah and challenge patriarchal systems and

powerful institutions... But at the same time it creates a new moral
framework that says the old system was unjust or wrong. So these
new ideas may be more open and inclusive, especially at the
beginning... But they still bring a new intellectual authority. They
replace the old standards with new ones that tell people what is
...:right, acceptable, or fair. And here is the deeper question for me
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Abderrahim: 16:49:28 —If every stance is a kind of power, then aren’t
we just demolishing the old institution and building a new one—this
time in the name of justice and liberation? Also, could this new way of
thinking exclude others who still believe in patriarchal or hierarchical

systems, or who hold views claiming one gender, race, or tradition is

260



superior? We really cannot believe in pluralism and openness if we

also a problem....don’t include them—but including them is
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Judith Plaskow: 16:50:16 — Right.
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Abderrahim: 16:50:15 — So, is there any way to escape this cycle so
we don’t fall into either silencing values completely or ending up in
total confusion where nothing means anything anywhere?
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Judith Plaskow: 16:50:27 — No, I think you’re absolutely right.
Actually, I’ll give you a case in point. Jewish institutional spaces have
come to hold egalitarianism and the full participation of women in
prayer as a value. The question has arisen: What if a group that doesn’t
count women in its minyan wants to meet in the library of your
building—should you allow it? And... you know, some synagogues
have allowed it, and then the feminists in the synagogue have gotten
really angry—myself among them—and said, “If you really take
seriously the full Jewishness of women, you cannot allow a group that
doesn’t recognize that.”
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Judith Plaskow: 16:51:27 — That’s exactly the dilemma. You're

setting up an alternative system of values you hope is more inclusive—

but it does represent a new power structure. You mentioned “power”

once: the other fear of change is that it will destabilize and undermine

existing power structures, whether in the Orthodox movement or any

other. So, in trying to build a new theology, would we take this into

account? That we cannot make something perfect—but then, what

criterion will shape this new thing we are building? It’s more inclusive

than

old. It’s not perfect, of course.,
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Abderrahim: 16:52:53 — Okay, that’s fair enough. But even though
we do what we think is right now, the next generation will do what’s
right for them. But at this point, anything we build will eventually be
demolished—and that is really unorthodox, because religious
traditions build something sacred to last forever. Yet for the first time,
building a religion 1is like a river... It changes every time.
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Judith: 16:53:56 — Yes. And what’s stable, I’d say, at the center of
Judaism is the Torah. What defines different Jewish communities is
their relationship to the Torah. It can be radically different
relationships, but it’s always the Torah. In the new community, what
might be at the center is talking about what we want to aftirm—or not
affirm—in the Torah. That’s a new conversation, but it’s still oriented
around the Torah. So I think it’s not that everything has been

discarded, but Judaism flows like a river, not a static edifice.
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Abderrahim: 16:55:01 — Yeah. So within this Reconstructionist
context, do you sometimes imagine how the Torah will look in 100
or 500 years? Or are you more of an individual spiritual person who
....thinks
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Judith Plaskow: 16:55:31 — I don’t really think about that. 'm very

invested in community, but I don’t worry about what it’ll be in a

hundred years. I hope our texts will have expanded—new sacred

texts by women and other marginalized groups—but I don’t...

worry about it. I feel time will take care of it. And it’s sufticient for

me.
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Abderrahim: 16:56:29 — Okay, I see—it’s totally understandable.
I’d like to maybe end with a question that I think is very important...
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Abderrahim: 16:56:44 — About the future of feminism. To
conclude: it started as a small civil-rights movement asking for basic
legal and political rights (first wave); the second wave went deeper
intellectually with philosophy (existentialism, de Beauvoir); the third
wave was influenced by postmodernism, bringing in diverse voices
and questioning definitions of gender; now intersectionality includes
environmental issues, animal rights, trans rights, all minority rights,
even redefining “woman.” So feminism today seems part of a larger,

more flexible movement fighting justice for everyone.

From what I see, there are maybe three main groups now: (1) a new
progressive group supporting inclusion, diversity, intersectionality; (2)
a post-feminism group—often conservative women believing
feminism did its job and now harms traditional values; (3) a classical
feminist group still holding older ideas of womanhood and
teminism—Iless popular now... I feel the first group may spark a fourth
wave, but this might be the end of feminism as we knew it, since its
ideas, goals, and language have changed so much. Even the name
“feminism” may no longer fitt Do  you  agree?
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Judith Plaskow: 17:00:44 — Yes—I agree. As feminism becomes
more intersectional, it’s harder to pinpoint its distinct contribution.
Originally, issues like ordaining women rabbis were clear injustices;
now the issues are far more complex, intersecting with race, class,
gender identity, trans rights... But I don’t think feminism is
unnecessary. Given that those in power remain overwhelmingly male,
women remain underpaid, face violence, early marriage in many
societies... feminism is still necessary, though its boundaries and
definitions will always evolve.
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Judith Plaskow: 17:01:07 — No, I agree. I agree with what you're
saying that as feminism has become more and more intersectional it

becomes harder to become harder Pinpoint its distinct contribution.
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[t’s actually, I was saying this in class yesterday: you know, at the
beginning of the feminist movement in Judaism the problems were
really clear. You know, no women were allowed to be rabbis. That
was a very clear injustice to organize against. Whereas now there’s
been so much change. The issues are so much more complicated. As
you say, feminism is perceived as intersecting with all these other
movements. It has to be, because if feminism is really advocacy for
every woman, that means poor women and women of color and trans
women—and it becomes much harder to pull out a single thread and
name its distinctiveness.
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Abderrahim: 17:02:14 — Hmm. So do you think that— with what
[ just said— at some point feminism will be demolished, and after a
time we may need a new feminism to be reborn? How do you see its
future?
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Judith Plaskow: 17:02:23 — Well, I think, given that the vast

majority of those in power in the world are still men, that women are

underpaid, that in many societies women are essentially captives in

the home, that girls are married off—there’s still incredible violence
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against women. I don’t think feminism is unnecessary. But... it’s

very difticult to—yeah, again, it’s difficult to define its distinctive

edge and goals in these large and complex contexts... But I don’t

think it’s less necessary. As you know, there’s a bumper sticker that

says, “I’ll be a post-feminist and post-patriarchy.” Insofar as we live

in a world still overwhelmingly male-dominated, feminism remains

necessary.
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Abderrahim: 17:04:05 — Yeah, I get your point there, Professor.
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Abderrahim: 17:04:13 — So, when I first reached out to you by email
[ truly didn’t know whether you would respond. I imagined how
packed your schedule must be—and yet you not only replied, you
graciously agreed to this conversation. It meant a great deal to me. As
we come to the end, I’d like to ask: what made you choose to accept
this invitation, and is there anything you’d like to share—maybe a
reflection on this encounter and vyour being part of it?
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Judith Plaskow: 17:04:55 — Well, you know, it’s not every day that
as a Jewish feminist in the U.S. I’'m approached by someone in
Algeria interested in my work... It became clear very quickly that
you’d done a lot of reading and understood my work deeply, that
you weren’t asking silly questions or wasting my time. So I felt
intrigued and challenged. I'm interested: are you working on your
dissertation now? Is this reading part of your thesis research? Where
does all this fit in?
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Abderrahim: 17:05:45 — Yeah, actually I'm working on my thesis,
but... [ have a lot I'd like to include—I'm not sure everything will fit.
In my thesis I reflect many of your writings and delve into deep Jewish
history, but this is more a future project that will take years to fully
develop. It may sound funny today, but for me this work has more
self-value than simply publishing for social recognition. I want to
invest in it and continue even after my PhD—I want to keep exploring
modern philosophies and new religious movements and how they
interact ...introduced to what modern philosophies and modern
religion sects are doing and how they interact with each other.
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Judith: 17:06:53 — That’s wonderful—your commitment is

inspiring. I look forward to seeing where your research takes you.
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Abderrahim 17:16:27 thank you...So, Professor Plaskow, it has truly
been an honor. Our conversation today was exactly what I needed. It
was insightful and thought-provoking and deeply meaningful. I want
to thank you once again for your presence and for sharing such unique
and powerful ideas. I generally enjoyed this exchange and hope we
can stay in touch or have another conversation in the future if you’d

like.
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Judith Plaskow 17:17:04 Yeah, feel free to contact me at any point.
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Abderrahim 17:17:10. This is really kind of you. And perhaps I
wasn’t the most skillful interviewer (Judith: No No) or quite up to the
level of the
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Judith Plaskow 17:17:17 You were great. You're great. it was
great. | feel that you were well prepared.
Sy &3 17:17:20 ain w8 ST sl 531, 087 ad) N—pily il () ™)

MU

Abderrahim 17:17:26 The thing I'm sure of now is that [ am not
the same person I was before this conversation; you’ve left a lasting
mark. thank you so much and I hope you have a wonderful day and
.take care of yourself
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Judith Plaskow 17:17:41 Thank you. Good luck with your project.
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Abderrahim 17:17:49 Thank you, Bye!
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Tanakh - The Hebrew Bible (Torah — (4:25¢d! 3y9dl) i @
Shlomoh). https://www.chabad.org/library/bible cdo/aid/15890
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Abstract :

The thesis examines the impact of postmodern thought on Judaism by studying the
contributions of Judith Plaskow, who relied on postmodern principles to construct
a contemporary Jewish theology. It traces the origins of postmodern thought in
modernity and pre-modernity, reviews its key principles such as relativism,
pluralism, and critique of authority, and measures their impact on Judaism. The
study employs analytical, critical, and inductive methodologies to understand how
religious texts and concepts of identity and equality are reinterpreted. The thesis
aims to provide a balanced perspective on the transformations of religious thought
within the modern philosophical context.

Keywords: Judaism, Postmodernism, Fluidity, Contemporary Philosophy, Judith Plaskow.
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R ésumé:

Cette theése examine 'impact de la pensée postmoderne sur la religion juive a
travers ’étude des contributions de Judith Plaskow, qui s’est appuyée sur les
principes de la postmodernité pour construire une théologie juive contemporaine.
Elle explore également les origines de la pensée postmoderne dans la modernité et
la pré-modernité, tout en passant en revue ses principes fondamentaux tels que le
relativisme, le pluralisme, et la critique de I'autorité, et évalue leurs eftets sur le
judaisme. L’¢tude s’appuie sur des approches analytiques, critiques et inductives
pour comprendre comment les textes religieux, ainsi que les concepts d’identité et
d’égalité, sont réinterprétes. La these vise a oftrir une vision équilibrée des
transformations de la pensée religieuse dans le contexte philosophique
contemporain.

Mots-clés : Judaisme, postmodernité, fluidité, philosophie contemporaine, Judith

Plaskow.
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