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Abstract:

This article deals witha initial critical point of view of one among the most prominent
Arab critics at the beginning of the 20th century, Mustafa Sadiq Al-Rafi’i. His stance involves
evaluating a significant and rich poetic experience by a well-known poet in the literary field as
he is named the “Prince of Poets” — Ahmed Shawqi, that was ranked by Rafi’i in the second
tier of the second class of the most renowned poets between the late 19th century and the
early 20th century. This article attempts to explore the criteria Rafi’i used in this classification,
detailing and analyzing its elements and discussing its content in order to assess the value of
this stance in terms of its critical value and scientific objectivity.

Keywords: Ahmed Shawqi; Mustafa Sadiq Al-Rafi’i; Classes of poets; modern Arab

poetry.
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