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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the customary laws in the Ait Fraoussen tribe in the Zouaoua region
during the 19th century and their effectiveness in addressing the affairs of the population, which the
Tajmaat derived from Islamic Sharia and the local customs of the villages. This period, in particular,
witnessed a political change represented by the French occupation, which implemented a set of policies
concerning customary laws through attempts to separate them from Islamic Sharia, link them to French
laws, and restructure the Tajmaat in a way that served its policies, while reducing its powers. This led
the population to devise an alternative solution known as the "secret Tajmaat”, which exercised its
authority and decisions out of sight of the French authorities.
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