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Abstract:

Cultural property is protected by international law due to its importance as a common human
heritage for all of humanity. However, this protection may become threatened during times of armed
conflict, making it difficult to limit the violations it may be exposed to, especially if irregular parties
intervene in the conflict, such as terrorist groups that have contributed greatly to the loss of many
archaeological and historical treasures, which is what happened in Iraq and Syria, where the Islamic
State in Iraq and the Levant, known as ISIS, attacked cultural and historical property by destroying,
looting and illegally trading it to finance its terrorist operations. In light of the exacerbation of this
phenomenon, the international community has tried to address the repercussions of the cultural
genocide of the world's cultural heritage through international organizations, especially the United
Nations and the International Criminal Court.

Keywords: Cultural property - international terrorism - international law - international
responsibility.
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