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Abstract:

This study examines the presence of the religious figure in Abdelhamid Benhedouga’s
five novels, published between 1971 and 1992. It analyzes the intellectual, social, and
visionary aspects of this character. The research highlights the figure’s strong influence in
rural communities recovering from colonialism. It also explores how the character's image
shifts in urban environments, facing ridicule or marginalization. The study investigates the
inner conflicts of the religious figure, caught between tradition and modernity. It reveals
Benhedouga’s critical perspective on the character’s role in post-independence Algerian
society. Finally, it traces how changing social and political conditions shaped the evolution

of this portrayal.
Keywords: Religious leader ; Conflict; Traditional constraints ; Modernity and openness.
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