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summary :

Thresholds (Seuils) have occupied a significant place in contemporary critical
thinking, serving as the gateway to the narrative worlds within literary texts. They help
us understand, decode, and appreciate the aesthetics of the text. This study aims to
present an applied semiotic analysis of the short story collection "Man for Sale in
Installments" (2023) by Algerian author Abdelbasset Bani. The goal is to uncover its
underlying meanings and dimensions by reading and analyzing its surrounding texts
(title, preface, foreword, dedication, etc.) and interpreting them according to the
semiotic approach that the nature of the research demands.

The study consists of an introduction, six chapters, and a conclusion. Each
chapter is dedicated to examining one of the thresholds present in the short story
collection. The conclusion presents the findings, the most important of which is the
variety of thresholds in the collection, indicating the author’s awareness of this
phenomenon, which has become crucial in the creation of narrative texts.

Keywords: Thresholds, Short Story, Semiotics.
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