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Abstract:

In this article, we seek to address the impact of the policy of war fines and confiscation of
property in Kabylia after the 1871 revolution by asking the central question of whether these policies
were merely a temporary punitive response, or whether they formed part of a systematic colonial
strategy aimed at eliminating the spirit of resistance in the region and Algeria in general. In this
context, we address a number of issues that we believe are key to understanding the dimensions of
this colonial policy, from the reasons for the failure of the Mokrani and Haddad revolts, to the policy
of war fines, to the widespread confiscation of the population's property. Our study relies on
narrative and analytical approaches that allow for an understanding of the facts, in order to conclude
that French colonialism treated the rebels as ‘war criminals’ and imposed maximum penalties on
them as part of a collective punishment policy that aimed to completely subjugate the region to
colonisation and repression.
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