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Semantics and contents of archaeological writings in the mosque of Abi Hassan al-Tansi in

Tlemcen (696 H/1297 Ac)
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Abstract:

Archaeological writings are embodied in the Abu al-Hassan al-Tansi mosque as a writing-
decorative program with multiple functions in which the documentary and aesthetic purpose are
integrated together, where they play a foundational/historical role through which they prove the
history of the mosque and its artistic character, in addition to the function of Endowments

organizing the resources and facilities of the mosque and the legislation of its uses, in addition to
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the religious and indicative purpose according to the variety of formulas between the Quranic

verses, basmala and prayer.

Through this study, several analytical elements of the contents of these writings appear, both in
terms of tracking the variety of fonts, methods of execution, and their places in the building
according to the semantic framework of the text (ideological, historical, social). Waqf texts reveal
in particular the owner of the mosque and the prevailing Waqf funding network, making them a
reliable source for writing an aspect of economic and social history during that period. On the other
hand, religious texts emerge as an educational tool that guides and preaches to worshippers, so that
writing becomes a guiding method that connects the saying with the identity and function of

Architecture at the same time.

Keywords: archaeological writings-Topics of calligraphy-Abu Hassan al-Tansi mosque.
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1- Bourouiba(R), L'art religieux en Algérie, Alger, S.N.E.D,1983.
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