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The Quantitative Method in Historical Research :

Between Scientific Accuracy and the Descriptive Dimension of Interpretation
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ABSTRACT:

Quantitative methodology is one of the most important modern approaches that has contributed to the
development of historical research. It has enabled researchers to study historical sources using scientific
methodological tools that transform the qualitative information contained in documents and archives into
measurable quantitative data. In doing so, historical research has moved from narrative descriptions of
phenomena to rigorous scientific analysis, thus contributing to a deeper understanding of the past.

However, the use of quantitative methods in historical research does not replace descriptive and interpretive
approaches. On the contrary, it serves as an additional tool that improves the reliability of results and offers
new perspectives for understanding historical phenomena from a quantitative point of view. The analysis also
revealed that the effectiveness of the quantitative method is contingent upon the nature of the historical sources
and their suitability for numerical processing. This implies the need for integration between quantitative and

qualitative methodologies to achieve a comprehensive understanding of the historical event.
Keywords : Historical sources, quantitative method, qualitative method, scientific accuracy, statistics,

historical research, description and historical narrative.
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