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Abstract :
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The presentation examined the state of intra-Arab trade through an
in-depth analysis of the challenges it faces and the opportunities
that can be harnessed to strengthen it in the future. At the outset,
the discussion highlighted the administrative and bureaucratic
obstacles that lead to slow procedures and delays in the exchange
of goods and services across borders. It was noted that the
differences in economic and trade policies among Arab countries
constitute a major barrier, as the diversity in regulatory and
customs systems creates significant difficulties in achieving
economic integration. Furthermore, the presentation addressed
logistical obstacles, including an underdeveloped transportation
infrastructure and complex customs procedures, which increase
trade costs and diminish its attractiveness. These challenges are
compounded by the impact of political tensions and regional
conflicts that erode trust between countries and limit opportunities
for mutual economic cooperation, leading to a decline in joint
investments and a slowdown in domestic market growth. On the
prospect of the future, the presentation expressed optimism about
overcoming these obstacles by adopting unified economic policies
and comprehensive structural reforms. It emphasized the necessity
of developing transportation and communications infrastructure to
facilitate the movement of goods and reduce operating costs, in
addition to improving customs and administrative systems in line
with successful global practices. There was also a call for increased
investment in digital technology to boost e-commerce and open
new markets, thereby integrating local economies into a cohesive
regional framework. In conclusion, the presentation argued that
achieving a true renaissance in intra-Arab trade requires strong
political will and genuine regional cooperation. Arab countries
must work to eliminate regulatory and logistical barriers and
overcome political challenges, paving the way for promising
prospects for sustainable economic development and a trade
integration that serves the interests of all parties.

Keywords: Intra-regional trade, customs and logistical obstacles,
economic integration, transportation and communications
infrastructure.
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