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Abstract

This research paper examines the foundational and militant journalistic roots upon which media practices
relied during the Algerian War of Liberation (1954-1962). From a methodological and epistemological
standpoint, it is essential to understand the trajectory of transition from a demand-driven, activist press—
shaped and constrained by the prevailing conditions of the time, foremost among them the colonial
administration with its security, administrative, and legislative apparatuses—towards a radically different
form of media. This transformed media adopted the discourse of armed resistance, advocated for it, and
sought to persuade the oppressed Algerian population of the legitimacy of armed struggle and the
necessity of reclaiming the land and liberating the nation.

Revolutionary media thus became a militant instrument and a strategic axis for mobilizing the population,
legitimizing the struggle internationally, and supporting military fronts. The paper discusses the
intellectual and historical foundations of revolutionary communication, the institutions and mechanisms
established by the National Liberation Front (FLN) and the National Liberation Army (ALN), as well as
the field practices developed under extremely harsh and coercive conditions to project the voice of a free,
resisting Algeria to the outside world and appeal to the global public and the human conscience—
countering a colonial propaganda machine fully supported by mutually aligned imperial powers. This
combative media spirit undoubtedly emerged from deep-rooted traditions of resistance embedded in
Algeria’s long history of struggle.

Keywords: journalistic struggle, liberation revolution, revolutionary media
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