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Abstract

This research focuses on the Samaritan community as a rare example of a
religious minority whose identity is rooted in Mount Gerizim, near the city
of Nablus. The Samaritans preserved a unique version of the Torah and
distinctive rituals that differ from mainstream Jewish practices. The study
explores their historical origins, theological and ritual distinctions, and the
religious and geopolitical significance of Mount Gerizim. It also analyzes the
geopolitical and sacred importance of Palestine and examines Samaritan
responses to the Arab-Israeli conflict, especially their split between the
Palestinian Authority and the Israeli state. Employing a historical-analytical
approach and drawing on a wide range of sources, the study concludes that,

despite their demographic fragility, the Samaritans ofter a vivid example of



how sacred geography can shape minority resilience in complex geostrategic
environments.
Keywords (English):
Samaritans, Religious Geography, Mount Gerizim, Religious Minorities,
Arab-Israeli Conflict, Nablus, Samaritan Torah, Religious Identity,
Historical Palestine, Geostrategic Interactions.
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