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Summary

The diversity of interests and topics of anthropological study and research has
resulted in the branching out and multiplication of anthropological branches. There is
a branch concerned with physical studies, others with social and cultural studies,
another branch concerned with the study of languages, literature, and dialects, and
another branch whose subject matter is personality and psychological aspects,
including those related to religions. Anthropology has continued to branch out until it
encompasses all branches of human intellectual life.

Specialists and researchers in the field of anthropology have used a variety of
methods, some of which are shared with certain branches of the humanities and social
sciences, and others that are specific to anthropology. The development of the
anthropological method has paralleled the development of anthropological thought,
and the interpretation of anthropological facts has been based on their
interconnectedness and interrelationship. This distinguishes anthropological research
methods from those of other sciences in terms of their application and use. Given the
diversity of anthropological research topics, especially with the expansion and
interconnectedness of research fields in other sciences, this has allowed for a
diversity of anthropological research methods and approaches.

While anthropological research methods are diverse, so are the anthropological
methods used by anthropologists to collect ethnographic material and information
from the field.

The use of anthropological methods and research approaches has contributed to the
development of many sciences, through scrutiny of their content through
participation, practice, and experience. This has led most majors in international
universities to teach various research methods across disciplines.

In the science of comparative religion, it has become necessary to employ
anthropological methods to understand the true formation of religious thought across
historical stages and the symbolic connotations carried by various religious rituals
and symbols, through which the researcher can arrive at an understanding of the truth
of that religion and its foundations.
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