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Term of the fantastic between Polysemy and conceptual confusion
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Abstract:

Fantastic literature was based on characteristics that made it unique from other discourses by the word
"fantastic". It relied on the overlap of reality with fiction, the reader’s bewilderment between two
contradictory worlds; the world of sensory truth and the world of illusion and imagination, as well as the
employment of metamorphosis, conversion, and passing causation. The fantastic shared several terms that
converged with it in the same connotations such as strange, marvelous, imagination, uncanny, and
unrealistic, but the two terms close to it remain the supernatural and the strange due to their semantic,
structural, and pragmatic specificities. Based on this, the problem of this study is centered on a pivotal
question, which is what links the fantastic with terms such as strange, marvelous, uncanny, supernatural,
etc...? What is the difference between the fantastic and these terms? Therefore, in this study, we seek to
adjust and define the concept of the fantastic and choose the appropriate term to express it by distinguishing
the fantastic from concepts close to it, which may cause confusion when received because of the overlap
between similar concepts.
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