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Summary

The Water Court of Valencia (Tribunal de las Aguas de Valencia
in Al-Andalus is one of the oldest and most specialized judicial
institutions in the world. It has been continuously operating since

its establishment in the 4th Century AH / 10th Century CE (during

1



the reign of the Umayyad Caliph Abd al-Rahman IIIy to this day,
resolving disputes among farmers over irrigation water. The Court
serves as a model of justice based on innovative jurisprudential
solutions, standing as a living testament to the Islamic civilization's
ingenuity in irrigation arts and engineering, such as the systems of
canals and sluices. Its composition consists of eight elected
members (sindicatsy chosen from the farmers themselves,
representing the eight main irrigation canals of the Turia River.
The Court holds its public and oral sessions every Thursday in front
of the Apostles' Door of Valencia Cathedral. Known for its
simplicity and effectiveness, it issues immediate rulings in the
Valencian language; these judgments are final and cannot be
appealed. The Court was inscribed on the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity in 2009, and remains a global reference for water

resource management .
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