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Abstract:
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Moderation is one of the fundamental characteristics of Islamic law, expressing
justice and balance between excess and negligence, and embodying the spirit of the
Sharia, founded on ease, equilibrium, and the alleviation of hardship. This feature
was clearly reflected in the Maliki school of jurisprudence, which is distinguished by
its balanced approach to reasoning and ijtihad, combining traditional textual sources
with rational principles and harmonizing legal texts with the practical requirements of
reality through considerations of public interest (maslahah), custom (‘urf), and other
contextual factors. Its methodology represents a practical embodiment of the concept
of moderation that Allah Almighty has described as a distinctive trait of this
community in His saying: “And thus We have made you a middle nation.”

The central research question is thus formulated as follows: What are the
manifestations of moderation in the Maliki school of jurisprudence?

This question highlights the significance of the topic, which seeks to elucidate the
manifestations of moderation within the Maliki tradition as a living example of
Islamic balance and rationality. Given that the Maliki school is renowned for
synthesizing textual authority and reasoned judgment, it becomes necessary to clarify
these dimensions so that contemporary scholars may benefit from this approach in
addressing the realities of Muslim societies.

This study aims to explain the concept of moderation and identify its principal
aspects and manifestations in Maliki jurisprudence.

The following hypotheses are proposed:

« ltis hypothesized that moderation in Maliki jurisprudence is not merely a
position of being in the middle, but a comprehensive scholarly methodology
founded upon achieving harmony between textual revelation and rational
inference.

« It is further hypothesized that the Maliki school exemplifies moderation by
combining facilitation with legal discipline, and by expanding its application of
maslahah and ‘urf.

To verify these hypotheses, the study employs a descriptive and analytical method in
presenting the conceptual framework and textual evidences, along with an inductive
approach in tracing jurisprudential applications of moderation within the Maliki
tradition.

Themes of the research:

1. The first theme: Moderation — its definition and legitimacy.

2. The second theme: Manifestations of moderation in the Maliki school of
thought.

Keywords: Moderation, Maliki school of jurisprudence, Maslahah (public interest),
Custom (‘Urf)
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