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Abstract :

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) bloc was established with the aim of increasing
intra-regional trade and achieving developmental goals for member states. Immediately upon
its establishment in 1981, a free trade zone was launched, working to remove all restrictions
on the movement of goods, services, capital, and workforce. The Council also worked to
achieve customs union in 2003 and the Gulf Common Market in 2008. Thus, the GCC
countries chose trade liberalization approaches, specifically the commercial approach, to
achieve their economic integration.

Although intra-GCC trade has doubled, it still represents only 15% of the total foreign
trade of GCC countries. This can be explained by the fact that the economies of these
countries mostly depend on a single commodity for production and export, which is crude oil.
Therefore, developing intra-GCC trade requires diversifying their production structure
according to a regional strategy based on the principle of specialization in production and
division of labor.

Keywords: intra-trade, Economic integration, Gulf Cooperation Council.
Jel Classification Codes: F15, R12.
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