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The connotations of the term “reading” in the modernist
perspective and its negative impact on interpretive studies
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ABSTRACT:

This article aims to clarify and reveal the meanings and concepts of the term
“reading” in relation to the Qur'anic text in the writings and research of contemporary
modernists, with the intention of uncovering the secret behind their celebration of this
term and explaining its characteristics in their project of reading Islamic heritage in
general, and the Holy Qur'an in particular. The article also seeks to highlight the motives
and reasons that led modernists to abandon the terms “interpretation” and ‘exegesis’ and
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replace them with the term “reading,” including revealing their intentions and purposes in
adopting this term and relying on it in their project of reading the Qur'anic text. The article
explains the danger and harm of this term to the science of interpretation and its rules,
which interpreters have always applied and never neglected, and the necessity of applying
them in understanding the meaning intended by the Almighty in His words.

Keywords : Meanings of the term reading , The modern perspective, The interpretive
lesson.
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