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The meeting of the permanent committee of
AL-AZHAR  for dialogue  with- morotheistic
religions, (CPADRM),

AND
THE pontifical council for interriligious dialogi.c
(CPDI), (vatican city , ROME) march 28" 2000 /.
Correspondent to 23.Dhu-alHija 1420H.

The - permanent committee of AL-AZHAR for
dialogue  with- monotheistic religions  held o
meeting at the premises of the pontifical council jor
inierriligious dialogue in" ROME, with 1)
attendance of Shaikh / Fawzi Al-Zafzaf , Dr. Ali -
Samman, Cardinal/FrancisA rinze, H E. Michael
ritzgerald& H.E. Khaled Akashe.

I.Evaluation of pope John paul II’s visit to Egypt
Pope John paul IT’s visit to E &vpt in general & 1o
AL-AZHAR in particular constitutes an
unprecedented historical event , where His
Holiness received a warm cordigl welcome by
means of the Egyptian people , which also reflected

the existing respect Jor other nations religions &
cultures.

Also His Holiness the Pope was greatly affected by

gesture extended by them to welcome their greqt
guest, in other words we can say that that event did



(2>

not pass like any other ordinary event,on the
contrary it wes a-memorable event for His Holiness
- Pope John paul i1 s Where H.H. was able (o realise
the spirit of moderation & openness of AL-AZHAR
as a prominent ‘religious institution-, which also
paved the way & served to_a great extent in
openWe islamic — Christian
relafions. |

More over, we affirm that the public opinion & the
press have reacted actively towards that event
where conferences, press. conferences & interviews
were held & followed in this concern, the question
that remains is about the method 1o be adopted in

order to lead to g Jruitful dialogue.
‘ L TR Grarogue.

The committee had also decided to consider Feb.
24" (the date of HH. the pope’s visit to the
premises of AL-AZHAR) as the day of DIALOGUF
@wwzhe\da@fw
besides that it had also Jound it possible to hold
various public activities coinciding with the event
of the annual meeting.

2. It has been decided to discyss the possibility of
~ issuing a (press ) Statement around H.H. the

pope’s visit to Egypt ,which will be included in the
meeting’s final comm unique’,



2
3.Shedding light on the ideas raised during the
interriligious meeting held in Rome last oct. 1999,

The meeting of the believers of various relivions at
the-Vatican , inciludes a reflection for a cereriony
‘Which was presiced over by His Holincss the Pope
and constitutes a moment of great importance
also |the meeting of several personalities with
various veligious traditions and tendencies “was

R X

highly ‘gppreczafed, also the special r semblance
and correlation between the three monotheistic
religions was very clear  “where jf reflected ¢
harmony of the spiritual links existing between the
three religions particularly that thar meeting
clarifies ihe mutual respect of the moral thoughts
and laws between the three rel; ions, more over
that meeting had also helped in tackling the urgent
problems of the world in addition to enabling the
believers of the three religions to carry out the
necessary '"”E?Joilaborqtion Jor the good of the
believers , men and women of the thyee religions.

As a matter of fact the presence of represeniatives
Jrom various ISLAMIC countries and institutions
was very clear and was a confirmation of the
existing links between Muslims and Christians,



v vt Comr
N L
T

4
4. The journey of seeking forgi veness,
(Marchli2th.2000).
The permanent committee of AL-AZHAR for
4{",{9&?’3&}’5{@ @?noz‘heisﬁc religions had presented
a mehéomﬁgfj m sent to the Vatican._from His
Eminence THE GRAND IMAM demarnidin g 10 get u
similar document from the Vatican imcluding the
Vatican’s seeking of forgiveness Jjor the sufferings
Jaced by Muslims during the Crucade wars.
Cardinal/Arinze” who had an active role in that
meeting | "statea ‘that the issue, of  getting the
aforementioned . document from  the Vatican
including its seeking of = forgiveness for the
atrocities and sufferings faced by Muslims during
the cm(c;gggsgE wars , isn't the decision. or Judgement
of our predecessors , because it s only ALLAH
(THE ALMIGHTY) who is solely entitled to judge
upon them (i.e. the Vatican and the church), and if
Is not the church which ‘wzllﬂ‘tell or determine the
sinner , for it has got is Sacredness , altogether
with the sacredness of its Lfg)uhﬁer (ie. ALLAH THE
ALMIGHTY) | exactly like ‘{/fzé".'s?cjééi‘édness of Virgin

LR
-

Marry and the rest of z‘héﬁgazﬁis. Cardinal/Arinze’
added ,there are also the errors and sins of the
sons and daughters of the church = those who
unfortunately did not Jollow and adopt the

teachings of the bible.

Accordingly,  the pontifical  council Jor
interriligious dialogue , had paid great concern to
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the memo of tie permanent  conmmitice of Al -
AZHAR for dialogue w2ith monotheistic rel (gions

And considered it as being a possible test Jfor the
historical Islamic- Christian relations . within the
spirit -of openness and Jraternity for the sake of the
- purification of the past bad memories.and in order
0 secure the future of reconciliation and

_collaboration berween the three religions.

5. The sympgsiwm held between Kullyat Usul al-
Din (Faculty of Islamic law ani Jurisprudence)
and  Universite’  Saint Thomas dAquin  in
Cairo(2".-3". May 2000).

The Symposium was ™ held at the premises of
MASHIAKHAT AL-AZHAR . where three points
were raised as follows: |

A. putting in o consideration ' the issye of

translation in three languages , Arabic , English
and French, | |

B. circulating and makfhg communications with
" the names of the Muslim participants,

C. clarifying the issye of lodging and boarding.
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6. possible activities of the committee:

It has been agreed upon during that meeling that
the theme of the next meeting will deal with the
number of the followers of both religions ( where
they form. over 50% of the entire humanity) | their
- geographic expansion , their nature, and the role of
AL-AZHAR in preparing the Ulamas. and Imams in
_addition to the Islamic du’a . besides the extent of

ri

" the presence of the catholic institutions .

I'wo papers will be submitted about the ( mission
and the da’wa) by two experts one is Muslim and

the other will be.christian.

Cardinal/FrancisAvinze’ SHEIKH/FAWZ]

President of CPDI. AL-ZAFZAF
| ' President of
- CPADRM
S.E.MgrMichael L. Dr.Ali Elsamman
Fitzgercld . Vice president of
Secretary of CPADRM
crPDI

Translated by : Abeye Amin Abdel-Aal,
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